OUR AMBASSADOR KING

some periods of his Australian tour.   (Be sure that those

grey flannel bags and the shapeless hat were not produced

without a preliminary consultation., even if there is a

possibility that the vote went against them.)   With the

rest of his generation he passed through the phase of

reactionary extravagance which the gloomy and unbeauti-

ful stiffness of the Victorians made inevitable.   But since

the field for sartorial invention is far more restricted

for males than for females, the Prince was never obliged

to set or conform to any excessively outrageous fashion.1

Although the Prince's styles of dress are followed by

many men in England, on the Continent and in America,

he has not shown the smallest desire to be a dictator of

fashion.    Sometimes a slight variation of his has been

generally adopted,  as,  for instance,  the  omission to

wear gloves at social functions, in which he was followed

a few years ago.   At other times, he has been content

to be alone in his judgment of detail.    At a reception

some years back, for example, he appeared in the then

unheard-of  combination   of  dinner-jacket   and   white

vest;  on another occasion, he attended a banquet with

his father and brothers, and chose the way of singularity

by wearing a flower in his button-hole;   at another

period, he was bold enough to advocate the restoration

of the unpopular " boater."

Those who describe him as the best dressed man are
paying him less of a compliment than they intend.
He has better taste than to aspire to any such distinction.
Always he dresses with meticulous care, appropriately

1 To realise to what lengths (rather, to what brevities) fashions
in women's clothes do run, it is necessary to look no farther hack
than the year 1926. At that time Goodwood ordained that knee-
caps should be exposed, that dresses should uniformly fall in one
straight line from shoulder to hem, that they should have about
as much shape and character as a sack, and that heads should be
thrust into hats of the coal-scutde type. Even the debutante went
to Court in short, wide dresses, and dance frocks were decorated
with conglomerations of silk grapes and were designed to display
the leg in a flesh-pink silk stocking.